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KENOZA STREET 
ENTRANCE TO 
REMAIN CLOSED 
INDEFINITELY 


Traffic will continue to be rout- 
ed to the Elliot Street entrance for 
the foreseeable future while util- 
ity workers make repairs to a gas 
main that runs the length of the 
road. The work will continue to 
interrupt the flow of traffic com- 
ing from the West end of Kenoza 
Street until further notice. 


CC TRANSFER 
DAY CAN HELP YOU 
DECIDE YOUR 
FUTURE PATH 


Students can meet with rep- 
resentatives from more than 50 
local colleges. Three events will 
be held: 

In Haverhill on October 14, 11 
- 1 in TC103A; In Lawrence on 
October 21, 10 - 1 in the Dimitry 
Atrium; and also in Lawrence, for 
Health Professionals on October 
21, 10 - 1 in the El Hefni build- 


ing. 
VETERANS SOUGHT 
FOR WRITING 
Group 


If you are a military veteran 
and have a story or two to tell, 
NECC English Professor Paul 
Saint-Amand, a Vietnam-Era Vet- 
eran, is looking for you. 


MEDICAL 
INTERPRETING 


COURSE OFFERED 

NECC is offering a compre- 
hensive course in Medical Inter- 
preting for individuals interested 
in interpretation for hospitals, 
clinics, and human services agen- 
cies 


NECC REcEIVES 
NATIONAL 
STUDENT SUCCESS 


GRANT 

Strategies to help students suc- 
ceed at NECC are getting a boost 
thanks to a $200,000 iPASS grant 
funded from the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation and Helmsley 
Family Trust. 
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NECC reflects on 
Oregon shootings 


Ten dead in Oregon 
community college 


mass shooting 


By Kim Waitinc 
Editor-In-Chief 

Last week, another school be- 
came a headline when a 26-year- 
old armed man opened fire on 
his fellow students and teachers, 
killing nine people and wounding 
nine others. The killer is also dead, 
although details are still emerging 
as to the exact sequence of events 
that lead to his death. 

Thursday’s shooting incident at 
Umpqua Community College in 
Roseburg is the 45th school shoot- 
ing this year and the 142nd such 
incident since the 2012 Sandy 
Hook elementary school shooting, 
according to Everytown for Gun 
Safety. * 

The issue of gun violence is at 
the center of a heated controver- 
sy between those who believe that 
upholding the Second Amendment 
at all costs keeps us safer, and 
those who believe that better laws 
regarding the accessibility of guns 
keeps us safer. 

President Obama was visi- 
bly upset as he again addressed a 
community, and a country, shaken 
by the deaths of too many young 
people. He called upon his fel- 
low Americans to “. . .think about 
how they can get our government 
to change these laws and to save 
lives, and to let young people grow 
up... This is a political choice that 
we make, to allow this to happen 
every few months in America. 
We collectively are answerable 
to those families who lose their 
loved ones.” He added: “This is 


The results of the 
mock election 
are in: 
Bernie Sanders 
wins by a landslide! 


See the full results on page 3 


Courtesy of Jroehl via Wikipedia 


This graph shows how the United States compares with 
several other countries for total gun deaths, per capita. 


not something I can do myself.” 

Jordan Moscone, 24, is a Busi- 
ness and Political Science major 
from Merrimac. He agreed with 
many of the things that Obama 
said. 

“He said, ‘these people are 
sick.’ I think it is a sickness. The 
problem is, we spend too much 
time trying to prevent the sickness 
when we should be trying to cure 
it. . . we need to understand these 
people in order to prevent it in the 
future.” 

Moscone further commented 
about the pressure that he feels 
as a college student. “I constantly 
feel pressure to succeed,” he said, 
“Tt can be overwhelming and scary 
at times. Maybe these people just 
can’t handle the pressure. The me- 


WBahemn Sancers = BB Ger Caren = Hillary Clinton 


BeRand Peal) BE Score Walker 
i Vermin Supreme 


dia puts it up there like, ‘look at 
what happened,’ but they don’t 
talk about, ‘Look at this kid. Look 
at his past. Look at his face. This 
kid was a child once. He smiled at 
one point. He laughed, he grew. 
But at one point he got so scared 
to live that he decided to die.” 

In response to rumors that 
Thursday’s killer talked about his 
plans on social media, 18-year- 
old Computer Science major Juan 
Reyes of Methuen said that it can 
be hard to tell when someone is 
being serious and that he tries to 
avoid anyone who could get him 
into any trouble. ““I’ve seen peo- 
ple say stupid things. . . something 
that you meant as a joke can go re- 
ally far. . . you never really know.” 

(continued on page 4) 
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Technology is fallible, so 1t never 
hurts to be prepared for the worst 


Protect your 
information in the 
cloud, on a hard 
drive and with a 
physical copy 


By Jowi MEI 
Copy Editor 

The NECC community got 
a hard reminder this week: like 
anything else designed and op- 
erated by humans, technology is 
fallible. 

7,800 people were deleted 
from the school’s servers, caus- 
ing a widespread loss of access to 
critical online services. 

In the wake of electronic di- 
sasters like this, it’s easy to play 
the blame game — after all, this 
was a massive inconvenience for 
all involved. 

Still, it never hurts to remain 
Vigilant in the protection of our 
own information, and there are 
plenty of ways to do this. 


If you want to make sure your 
email is backed up, for example, 
you can actually drag and drop 
a group of emails from Outlook 
into a folder. 

This will turn them into .msg 
files, which you can then reopen 
in Outlook later. 

Setting a reminder to do this 
every week or so can ensure you 
never lose access to important 
messages or files contained in 
your student email. 

There are also several on- 
line services that can keep your 
emails safe for you, such as Car- 
bonite (available for $5 a month) 
and Drop My Email (as low as $1 
a month). 

It’s also never a bad idea to 
have your files stored in more 
than one location, whether that’s 
essay documents, class syllabi or 
PowerPoint presentations. 

Here at the NECC Observer, 
many of our editors use Google 
Drive to store their stories “in the 
cloud” online for editing before 
they get printed — and that’s in 
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Fall 2015 Observer Staff 


Epiror-IN-CHIEF : 
Copy Epiror : 
OPINION Epiror : 
News EpITor : 
FEATURES Epiror : 
A&E Epitor : 
Sports Eprror : 
Campus Lire Epiror : 
Wes Epiror : 
STAFF WRITER : 
CIRCULATION : 
FACULTY ADVISER : 


Have you taken Journalism 


Kim Whiting 
Jowi Meli 
Rachel Rozavsky 
Kelly Schwing 
Sarah Tiso 
Rebecca Westerman 
Kyle Benson 
Chad Gorham 
Shaina Richards 
Rachel Sarcione 
Chad Gorham 
Mary Jo Shafer 


I? Are you taking it now? 


Would you like to be on the Observer staff? Then submit 
your resume to observer@necc.mass.edu. 


Publication Schedule 


Issue Publication Date 
#4 Oct. 21 

#5 Nov. 4 

#6 Nov. 18 

#7 Dec. 2 

#8 Dec. 16 


Ad/Copy Deadline 
Oct. 14 
Oct. 28 
Nov. 11 
Nov. 2 
Dec. 9 


We welcome letters and articles from our readers. You can submit via 
email, and must include your name and phone number for verification. 


Write “Letter” or “Article to Editor” 


in the subject line so we notice it 


right away 
Send your letters to observer(@necc.mass.edu 
We try to publish all letters we recieve, but we reserve the right to edit 


or reject those 


we recieve 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advertisers Inc., the Colombia Scholastic Press 
ssociation, and the New England Press Association 


addition to keeping the files on 
their actual computers. 

Other cloud-based storage 
services include Dropbox, Apple 
iCloud and Microsoft OneDrive. 
External hard drives and thumb 
drives are also solid options. 

If you’re feeling a bit old- 
school, there’s nothing quite like 
keeping a hard copy on file some- 
where. 

Folders, portfolios and binders 
can be a godsend for both orga- 
nization and safekeeping — print 
more than one copy in case you 
lose one, too. 

Even with all these safeguards 
in place, there’s no guarantee: as 
the saying goes, “s--- happens,” 
and sometimes you really do have 
to start all over. 

Still, having backups of your 
information significantly lowers 
your chances of losing important 
stuff in the wake of technologi- 
cal mishaps, and might give you 
peace of mind. Being a college 
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student is stressful enough with- Cloud computing services keep your data safe online, then 
allow you to retrieve it on any device. 


out losing all your hard work. 


Roaming Reporter 


What’s 
thing about th 


~~ 


“The fashion and refreshing 
feeling in the air.” 


ALYSSA TORRES 
Communication Major 


“Wearing hoodies and 
watching football.” 


Lisa SAMPRI 
Student 


“T like the cool crisp air and 
the color of the leaves.” 


HUNTER GOLDTHORPE 
Theatre Major 


“Halloween.” 


COLIN SARFF 
Theatre Major 


our favorite 


e fall? 


“The perfect 
“sweater weather.’” 


Kris SCHOONER 
Theatre Major 


“The changing of 
the leaves.” 


JENNIFER MCLAIN 
Theatre Major 
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The mock election results are in 


Nothern Essex is 
feeling the Bern 


By RacueL Rozavsky 
Opinion Editor 

In the last edition of the Ob- 
server, we asked our readers to 
participate in our mock elections. 
54 people sent us their responses. 

With a whopping 63 percent 
of the vote, Bernie Sanders is the 
clear winner. 

Sanders, who is currently run- 
ning for President of the Unit- 
ed States under the Democratic 
Party, is well-known as the only 
democratic socialist candidate; a 
fact that’s creating some waves in 


expressed that he will be voting 
for Bernie Sanders in the upcom- 
ing election. 

“T am voting for Bernie Sand- 
ers because out of all the candi- 
dates he’s simply the one that’s 
going the way I believe. 

“He is actually looking to- 
wards the future. He is a student’s 
best friend,” Ross said, referenc- 
ing Sanders’ plan to make higher 
education free for American stu- 
dents. 

Another student who has 
shared his candiate choice is Jake 
Soraghan. “I am voting for Rand 
Paul, who I feel has a sense of not 
only social freedom but physical 
freedom. 

“T also like how he is fighting 
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He is actually looking towards the future. He is a 
student’s best friend. 
- Michael JW Ross 
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both of the mainstream American 
parties. 

He says he wants to provide 
protection for working-class and 
middle-class families, as well as 
work toward a true single-pay- 
er healthcare system that allows 
people to get the care they need 
no matter their economic class or 
status. 

Dr. Ben Carson, from the Re- 
publican Party, came in second 
with 9.3 percent. Other candi- 
dates that got less than 5.3 per- 
cent were Hillary Clinton, Don- 
ald Trump, Jill Stein, Rand Paul, 
Scott Walker, Jeb Bush, Law- 
rence Lessing, Marco Rubio, and 
Vermin Supreme. 

Some of the students of North- 
ern Essex have expressed and 
shared the reasons why their pre- 
ferred candidates should win. 

Michael JW Ross, who is a 
Theatre Major at Northern Essex, 


against the NSA Spy program,” 
Soragham said. 

Voting is one of our funda- 
mental rights as American cit- 
izens, but some people even 
consider it one of our responsi- 
bilities. Many people feel that 
we should work harder to get in- 
formed about the people running 
for office. 

“We live in a democracy. Citi- 
zens have the responsibility to be 
informed,” said Amy Callahan, 
professor of Journalism/Commu- 
nication. 


Photo courtesy of Bernie 2016 


Bernie Sanders, winner of the Fall 2015 NECC Observer mock presidential election. 


It’s very important for the 
young generation to vote because 
they are the future voices of this 
world. 

It’s also important for the 
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“T am voting for Rand Paul, who I feel has 
a sense of. . . social freedom.” 
- A person who exists 


4 


young generation is that they find 
a president who will to listen to 
their voices. 

People fought years for the 
privilege to vote, and it’s our 
responsbility as a democracy to 
choose a leader for our country. 

Make sure to keep paying at- 
tention to the upcoming election 
and don’t forget how important it 
is to cast your vote. If you believe 
in change, you should do some- 
thing about it! 


The total number of 
votes each candidate 
received (out of 54): 


Bernie Sanders, 34 votes 
Ben Carson, 5 votes 
Hillary Clinton, 3 votes 
Donald Trump, 3 votes 
Jill Stein, 2 votes 

Rand Paul, 2 votes 
Marco Rubio, | vote 
Scott Walker, 1 vote 
Jeb Bush, 1 vote 
Lawrence Lessig, | vote 
Vermin Supreme, 1 vote 


Professors speak out about the Democratic convention 


Over 4,000 attend 
convention in New 
Hampshire 


By RicHarp Papova & 


ANDREW Morse 
Correspondents 


Two Northern Essex profes- 
sors, Andrew Morse and Richard 
Padova, were among more than 
4,000 delegates and guests, re- 
spectively, on Saturday, Sept. 19 
when New Hampshire Democrats 
held their annual state convention 
at the Verizon Arena in Manches- 
ter. 

These gatherings provide a fo- 
rum for the party’s candidates for 
Congressional and state office. 
This year’s convention, however, 
was highlighted by the appear- 
ance of five of the six leading 
Democratic contenders for New 


Hampshire’s __first-in-the-nation 
presidential primary, tentatively 
scheduled for Feb. 9, 2016. 
Professor Morse was most 
impressed by the speeches given 
by Hillary Clinton and her main 
rival at the moment, Senator Ber- 
nie Sanders of Vermont. “Hillary 
gave a terrific speech,” comment- 
ed Morse. “She really sounded 
the note that so many of the con- 
vention members wanted to hear. 

She blasted the Republican 
opposition, and praised the ac- 
complishments of the Obama ad- 
ministration.” 

Morse was equally impressed 
by the thunderous ovation given 
to Senator Sanders. “Bernie hit 
hard at the inequalities of wealth 
in America. 

The crowd loved his message: 
‘The billionaires can’t have it 
all their own way.’ The theme 
of economic redistribution is a 


Democratic favorite.” 

Professor Padova, an unen- 
rolled voter in Massachusetts, 
was impressed by the common 
themes outlined by most of the 
candidates. “Only one of these 
six candidates is going to be the 
2016 Democratic presidential 
nominee, and it’s expected that 


or similar positions on major is- 
sues.” 

The themes most often heard 
from the candidates speaking at 
the convention included free col- 
lege tuition at public colleges and 
universities, raising the minimum 
wage to a “living wage” at $15 an 
hour, equal pay and equal rights 
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I urge NECC students and faculty to attend these 
conventions 
- Andrew Morse 
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the other five will endorse him 
or her. Therefore, it’s good that 
they’re all sounding the same 
themes and espousing the same 


for all, affordable child care so 
that everyone can work, limiting 
CEO pay and taking big money 
out of politics. 


Besides Clinton and Sanders, 
the other Democratic presidential 
candidates who spoke includ- 
ed former Maryland Governor 
Martin O’Malley, former Rhode 
Island Senator and Governor Lin- 
coln Chafee and Harvard Law 
School Professor Larry Lessig. 
Absent was former Virginia Sen- 
ator Jim Webb. 

Besides the presidential can- 
didates, other speakers included 
Governor Maggie Hassan and 
Senator Jeanne Shaheen of N.H. 
and a host of Democratic candi- 
dates for other offices. 

“T urge NECC students and 
faculty to attend these conven- 
tions,” said Morse. “They can 
provide us with a real political 
education.” 

This story was contributed by two 

NECC professors and has been 

reproduced as-is, barring minor 
AP Style edits. 
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Deterring sexual violence on campus 


A look into campus 
sexual violence and 
its prevention 


By RACHAEL SARCIONE 
Staff Writer 

Despite the ongoing crisis of 
sexual violence on college cam- 
puses, NECC remains one of the 
safest schools in the Northeast. 

According to the National In- 
stitute of Justice, one in five col- 
lege women and one in 16 men 
will experience some form of 
non-consensual sexual experi- 
ence by the time they graduate. 

Statistics 
provided by the 
Massachusetts 
government 
(www.mass.gov) 
show that 46 per- 
cent of victims 
are assaulted by 
an acquaintance 
and 21 percent 
by a friend. Only 
19 percent are assaulted by a total 
stranger. 

Anthony Branco, 19, is a stu- 
dent at Massachusetts School of 
Pharmacy and Health Sciences 
and urges his friends to make safe 


decisions while attending parties 
on campus. 

“Don’t ever accept a drink that 
someone else made and if you’re 
gonna get drunk; make sure you 
have a good friend with you at all 
times.” said Branco. 

In a mass email sent out on 
Sept. 14, NECC students were 
notified that they are expected 
to participate in “HAVEN (Help 
Against Violent Encounters 
Now): Understanding Sexual As- 
sault,” an online course designed 
to educate students and raise 
awareness of sexual assault, re- 
lationship violence and stalking. 
Students are required to complete 
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Sexual violence is an epidemic right now 
and it is going on everywhere. 


- Samson Racioppi 


part one by Oct. 9 and part two 
by Nov. 20. 

“Sexual violence is an epi- 
demic right now and it is going 
on everywhere,” said NECC stu- 
dent Samson Racioppi. “I don’t 
know if a 30-45 minute course 


will change that, but it’s a good 
place to start.” 

In accordance with mandates 
of the Crime Awareness and 
Campus Safety act of 1990, all 
accredited colleges must make 
available to the public an annual 
report known as the Jeanne Clery 
Disclosure of Campus Safety 
Policy and Campus Crimes Sta- 
tistics Act. 

Information provided by the 
schools’ individual Clery reports 
compare 10 of the area’s campus- 
es and show that both the Law- 
rence and Haverhill campuses of 
NECC have had zero reported in- 
cidents of sexual or relationship 


violence. 
To view 
NECC’s current 


Clery Act report 
online, along with 
many helpful hints 
on campus safety, 
go to the Student 
Services tab on the 
NECC home page 
and access the information under 
the Public Safety section. 

Before enrolling at NECC, 
Eileen Page, Human Services 
major, attended a four-year col- 
lege where most people lived on 
campus. 
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“There were reports of sexu- 
al violence almost every week.” 
said Page. 

Although NECC students live 
off-campus, the HAVEN course 
provides guidance for personal 
safety in many social or academ- 


ic environments regardless of lo- Northern Essex Community 
cation. College - Haverhill 
“IT haven’t participated in HA- 0 
VEN yet,” said Page. “If it’s tell- Northern Essex Community 
ing people not to sexually assault College - Lawrence 
others, I don’t think it’s very pro- 0 
ductive, but I think if it’s more North Shore Community 
about empowering victims to re- College 
port it, then I’m all for it.” 0 
Students experiencing or wit- University of Massachusetts 
nessing a crime on campus are - Lowell 
urged to alert Campus Security at 0 
(978) 556-3333 or call 911. Southern New Hampshire 
“We have to watch out for University - Salem 
each other,” said Branco. “Don’t 0 


go anywhere alone.” ; Massachusetts School of 
Students requiring more infor- Pharmacy and Health Services 


Number of 
On-Campus Sex Of- 
fenses epories in 
2014 


(compiled from individual 
schools’ Clery reports) 


mation about HAVEN can con- 0 
tact Justine Caron, Title [IX Co- Harvard University 
ordinator at atjcaron@necc.mass. 1 
edu or 978-556-3956. Merrimack College 
if 
: he chart to the University of New Hampshire 
r epee ion sexu- 21 
a} violence On Ssever- Boston College 
al local campuses. 33 


NECC reflects cont.’d from page 1 


Umpqua Community Col- 
lege is located 180 miles south 
of Portland in Roseburg, Ore. 


lege or public university. 
Oregon universities tried to in- 
stitute a ban, but were denied by 


It’s de- the courts. 
scribed Massachu- 
as a I would put it in the same category as setts has 
close- : far stricter 
: terrorism and plane crashes. 
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every- 
one has a friend or relative who 
attends classes at the college, but 
this rural community is no strang- 
er to school shootings. 

In 2006, a freshman at the 
town’s only high school shot his 
classmate in the back four times 
in the school courtyard. This 
prompted schools in the area — 
including Umpqua Community 
College — to make plans for 
how to prevent and handle these 
types of active shooter situations 
in the future, according to The 
Oregonian. 

Police arrived on the scene at 
about 10:45 a.m. on Thursday 
and the school was immediate- 
ly put on lockdown. Students 


firearms are 
allowed on 
the NECC school campus by stu- 
dents or faculty. 

NECC Director of Public 
Safety and Transportation Gene 
Hatem declined to comment, but 
David Gingerella, Vice President 
of Administration and Finance, 
said in an email, “that while no 
organization can always prevent 
a tragedy like what happened in 
Oregon, under President Glenn’s 
leadership, emergency prepared- 
ness is a priority at Northern Es- 
Sex.” 

Devin Baker is a 20-year-old 
Liberal Arts major from New- 
buryport and she is not entirely 
confident of that. 

“I thought a lot about the secu- 


and faculty rity and 
were bused how we 
to local & © would 
fairgrounds You can’t really wrap your not be 
ads rpe head around it. epee 

e 
police for - Thomas Matatall was an 
firearms, incident 
since Or- last year 
egon law and the 


states that anyone who has a per- 
mit to carry a concealed weapon 
must be allowed to do so, even on 
the campus of a community col- 


whole school was evacuated. . . 
you can’t really wrap your head 
around it.” 

Thomas Matatall, 21, a Jour- 


nalism/Communication —_ major 
from Danville, N.H., had a differ- 
ent assessment. 

“T think it makes us safer (hav- 
ing the police train on campus). . . 
Seeing police people on campus, 
I feel pretty confident about the 
security. I haven’t seen any is- 
sues, so I feel they must be doing 
something right.” 

Nick LeBoeuf of Salem, N.H. 
also feels confident about the 
security here. The 18-year-old 
Business Transfer major said “I 
would put it in the same catego- 
ry as terrorism and plane crashes: 
something that a lot of people are 
terrified of, but the percentages 
are really low.” 

The shooting at Umpqua 
comes just one day after a high 
school student in South Dakota 
shot his school principal, wound- 
ing him slightly, before two un- 
armed staff members were able to 
subdue him and restrain him until 
authorities arrived. 

An emergency preparedness 
plan appears on the NECC web- 
site and states, in part, that in the 
event of an active shooter you 
should seek cover or safety and 
call 911 right away. 

Further, it is recommended 
that if the incident is in your lo- 
cation, you should hide, block en- 
try to your hiding place and lock 
the doors. If possible, turn off the 
lights and ringers on mobile de- 
vices. 

You should take action “only 
as a last resort and only when 
your life or the lives of others are 
in imminent danger.” 

The plan also addresses what 


to do when law enforcement ar- 
rives, which includes raising your 
hands and keeping them visible 
at all times. Try to remain calm 


which officers are entering. 

The full emergency plan can 
be viewed at www.necc.mass. 
edu/student-services/health-safe- 


and proceed in the direction from _ ty/emergency-response. 


Courtesy of Politicsthatwork.com 


Description: This pie chart shows the distribution of 
intentional shooting deaths between suicides, murders 
of acquaintances, murders of strangers, murders of 
family members and justifiable homicides such as self 
defense, defense of others, defense of property and the 
prevention of the commission of a felony. The divi- 
sion of murders based on the relationship between the 
shooter and the victim is extrapolated from the incidents 
recorded in the FBI’s Supplementary Homicide Reports 
for which the relationship between the offender and the 
victim was known. The data comes from 2011, 2012 and 
2013. 
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Service Desk battles account issues 


Northern Essex is 
back to business as 
usual after last week s 
server problems 


By KELLY ScHwinc 
News Editor 

On Sept. 27, students noticed 
difficulties getting on to my- 
NECC, their student email ac- 
counts and Blackboard. Around 
1:30 p.m. the following day, the 
NECC alert messages _ started 
popping up on students’ phones. 

Mikaela Angers, fourth-year 
Dance major, was in Jitters Cafe 
on Monday when she realized she 
wasn’t getting into her portal or 
connected to Wi-Fi. 

“For whatever reason I was 
kicked off the school Wi-Fi,” she 
said. “When I tried to log back 
in, I was told my password was 
incorrect, and then found out that 
my passwords for myNECC have 


now changed as well. . . I can’t 
log into anything.” 

The service desk fielded an in- 
flux of complaints. 

Students took to Facebook 
to voice their concerns and find 
answers. Shianne McGilvray, 
fourth-year Psychology major, 
posted, “My entire email box for 
school just vanished.” 

While on campus, working at 
the bookstore, she noticed she 
couldn’t get onto the Wi-Fi. Mc- 
Gilvray said she uses her NECC 
email for everything related 
to NECC: financial aid letters, 
scholarship emails and her rent- 
als. All that is now gone. 

On Monday, news of a “ser- 
vice issue” in the process of being 
fixed prompted 7,800 students to 
be deleted from the system. 

On Tuesday, IT worker Bobby 
Erskine estimated that all the stu- 
dents would be entered back into 
the system by that Sunday. 

Not all students were affected 


and each student seemed to be at 
a different stage of access with 
each passing hour. Ally Catanza- 
ro, second-year Psychology ma- 
jor, regained access to her Black- 
board account Tuesday evening. 
She posted on Facebook about 
how elated she was to be able to 
submit her homework. 

Jeff Bickford, chief infor- 
mation officer of Information 
Technology Services sent out 
an email to students, staff and 
faculty Tuesday morning. The 
email said, “ITS has corrected 
the problem that occurred yester- 
day at 10 a.m. with about 7,800 
student accounts. Approximate- 
ly 2,000 accounts have been re- 
stored through the night and ITS 
staff are steadily working through 
the remaining accounts today. 
ITS staff will continue working 
around the clock in order to re- 
solve this issue as soon as possi- 
ble.” 

With so many students hav- 


ing difficulties, that email didn’t 
reach the broader, affected audi- 
ence. 

Professor Amy Callahan said 
on Wednesday, “It’s horrible, be- 
cause it’s interfering with how 
the courses are running ... It’s a 
domino effect.” 

Callahan had assigned home- 
work to be discussed on Wednes- 
day, and the server issues left her 
students in the dark. 

Right after 8 p.m. on Sun- 
day, Bickford sent out a second 
campus-wide email detailing the 
events that occurred day by day. 
According to his email, it was at 
10 a.m. on Monday morning that 
an “error occurred causing 7,800 
student accounts to be deleted.” 

At 2 p.m., the restoration pro- 
cess began. 

“ITS staff from all depart- 
ments volunteered to work 
around the clock to process all 
7,800 accounts,” said Bickford in 
the email. 


By Wednesday at 5:30 p.m., 
the restoration was complete. 424 
student accounts were deemed not 
recoverable at Microsoft; these 
students lost all their emails and 
all other content saved to Office 
365. Their Blackboard accounts 
and Banner were left unaffected. 
An email was sent to faculty and 
staff providing the names of the 
424 students whose Microsoft 
content was lost. 

Any students still experienc- 
ing difficulty are reminded that 
restored accounts have had their 
passwords reset. Students are 
asked to use their birthdate (in 
the format MMDDYY), then go 
to “student password manager” 
and set their passwords to one of 
their choosing. 

Any other IT related issues 
should be called into the Service 
Desk at 978-556-3111. 


Students struggle to get social at NECC 


By Carty CoLomso 
Correspondent 


Some students at NECC are 
turning to a popular app, Yik Yak, 
to socialize with one another and 
speak their minds. This forum 
uses location services so students 
in your area can anonymously 
post their thoughts. Others in the 
area can anonymously comment 
on these posts and so on. Many 
students on the NECC Yik Yak 
feed post about the anti-social 
behavior exhibited here; specifi- 
cally, the common theme seems 
to be how hard it is to meet new 
people at NECC. 

“Ts sitting in my car between 
classes gonna be a normal thing 
now #firstsemesterhere” is what 
one student posted a week ago, 
along with others like “another 
day, another 2 hours sitting in my 
car between classes.” The latter 
post was followed by a comment, 
“T think almost everyone does it.” 


Everyone is just in their own bubble. 
- Gaby Hernandez 


One particular post, “I wish 
people would actually make an 
effort to be friends,” arose last 
week on the forum and got up to 
11 replies. 

On why it’s difficult to meet 
like-minded people, former 
NECC student Annie Aquino 
said, “I think it’s just because ev- 
eryone is so busy. I know when I 
went there, I just wanted to go to 
my classes and go home.” 

“It’s sad how we depend on 
social media as a medium to ex- 
press ourselves, but yet a lot of us 
won’t dare to express or even talk 
to a fellow colleague,’ NECC 


student Gaby Hernandez said. 

If this topic is so common 
among this forum, does some- 
thing need to be done? Is this 
app causing students to turn to 
an anonymous forum rather than 
speak to their fellow classmates? 

“Social media has made us 
less social (in public settings) 
.. everyone is just in their own 
bubble,” Hernandez said. “I think 
it’s just important to not let these 
kinds of apps take over your life. 
Why post things and wait for a 
reply when you can just talk to 
people?” 


Transfer Information Session Dates 


Sunday, October 25 10:30 - 2:00 pm 


BAYPATH.EDU 
588 Longmeadow Street Longmeadow, MA 01106 800.782.7284 ext.1235 transfer@baypath.edu 


Monday, November 9 8:00 - 2:00 pm 
Sunday, December 6 10:30 - 2:00 pm 
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HC Media Radio plays your music 


HC Media plays 
unsigned local 
artists for free 


By ReBeccA WESTERMAN 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 

Exciting opportunities for un- 
signed local music artists are at 
HC Media, also known as Haver- 
hill Community Media. 

Recently launched is their ra- 
dio station, which gives opportu- 
nities to musicians who want to 
get their music out into the air- 
waves for free. 

Matt Belfiore, Director of Op- 
erations at HC Media and adjunct 
faculty at NECC, shared with 
other staff members the idea of 
doing something more audio-ori- 
ented in contrast to their tradi- 
tionally visual-oriented televis- 
tion programs. 

For a few years they had been 
thinking of doing something like 
newscasts or playing top 40 mu- 
sic hits. 

“Something about it just never 
clicked, and I never really liked 
the idea of it all that much. . . so 
I got the idea to 


Shoutcast which is really popular 
in the independent radio world,” 
he said. 

“We kind of modified it just a 
little bit to suit our needs. We set 
it up over on a new server that we 
had, we are able to broadcast mp3 
files from our server directly out 
of the building to the website and 
wherever else.” 

Deciding on content was no 
issue for Belfiore, who was once 
in a garage band back in the *80s 
and °90s. With a deep apprecia- 
tion for local music, he reached 
out to a few people he knew who 
play in bands. 

“T think we started with like 
three bands, and then within a 
month and a half, we’re up to 26 
bands now — meaning we’re up 
to a couple hundred songs. Ob- 
viously we want more, and the 
idea is to get more bands,” said 
Belfiore. 

The only criteria to get airtime 
is that the music has to be un- 
signed with no royalties. 

It’s a pretty sweet deal for lo- 
cal bands who want to get their 
music out there to a larger audi- 
ence, and it’s free. 


goes back to my old rock 
and roll garage punk days 

. it’s like, don’t worry 
about learning how to 
play, just pick up an in- 
strument and do it and 
eventually you'll figure it 
out.” 

Having the _ station 
available, even if it’s not 
perfect, gels perfectly 
with the sort of content 
it’s presenting. 

So many amazing lo- 
cal bands have unsigned 
music they’ve worked so 
hard to produce, and it 
should be shared and en- 
joyed. Young musicians 
don’t always have the 
money for huge recording 
contracts or ways to dis- 
tribute their music among 
large amounts of people. 

HC Media Radio is an 
amazing new medium to 
sate the public’s desire for 
new refreshing music while 
simultaneously helping lo- 
cal artists be heard. 

Shawn Smith, a recent NECC 
graduate who attended Belfiore’s 

class a few years 


a8 eos C C ago, did an intern- 
ternative rock : A : ship at HC Media. 
eaneenieenienien I think we started with like three bands, Since his intern- 
geared toward and then within a month and a half, we’re ship ee ‘se pane 
i a part-time sta 
bow | ie Bee up to a couple hundred songs. iene’ cae aia 
acti? aad Bal: - Matt Belfiore become the to go- 
fore to guy for the radio 
‘i Soe See Sry eg 5 station. 
5 ean Smith does most 
of the program- 


veloper at HC Media, put togeth- 
er the mechanics of what would 
become HC Media Radio. 
“Basically, it’s set up with 
an open source software called 


“We launched it before we re- 
ally had any sort of format,” said 
Belfiore. “I’m a big believer in 
do-it-yourself stuff, and maybe it 


ming for the songs and does lit- 
tle blurbs for the radio station in 
between songs, along with some 
rudimentary taped deejaying. 


Listen to your community. 


There has not been any live 
deejay work yet, but that is a defi- 
nite possibility. 

“What we’re working at next 
is we want to do live deejaying. 
We don’t want it to just be one 
person. We just recently hired 
a training coordinator here that 
teaches people how to be a dee- 
jay,” said Belfiore. “You could 
come in, learn how to deejay, 
then come here, volunteer for an 
hour and pick the tracks that you 
want to play. We’ll record it live, 
you can come in here and be a 
deejay for an hour, man.” 

It’s an amazing volunteer 
opportunity to showcase differ- 
ent music and different tastes. It 
gives the ability to play the mu- 


Photo courtesy of HC Media 


HC Media’s goal of spreading local music is encapsulated in 
their logo. 


sic someone thinks is really cool. 
They can make that time slot their 
own, putting an individual stamp 
on the airwaves. 

The radio station can only 
continue to grow with new mu- 
sical content; it needs more local 
music. Any musician interested 
in submitting their work can do it 
in multiple ways. They can give 
HC Media a call at (978) 372- 
8070, send a message to the HC 
Media Radio Station’s Facebook 
page at facebook.com/HCMedi- 
aRadio or fill out a contact form 
at HaverhillCommunityTV.org. 
The other option is to drop off a 
CD or music files at HC Media’s 
physical address, which is 60 Elm 
St. Haverhill, Mass. 


Parnassus accepting submissions 


Parnassus literary 
magazine showcases 


student creativity 
By Repecca WESTERMAN 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


Parnassus is the nationally rec- 
ognized and award winning liter- 
ary magazine featuring student 
artwork, poetry, creative non- 
fiction, photography, and short 
stories submitted by students of 
NECC. 


Photo by Rebecca Westerman 
The wall of posters over the past few decades of 


Parnassus. 


It also featured guest authors 
such as Stephen King, Gregory 
Maguire and Junot Diaz in years 
prior. 

It gets published yearly and 
comes out in May, provides a 
wonderful opportunity for stu- 
dents to get their work recognized 
and looks excellent on a resume. 

Parnassus has been around 
since 1965. 

It celebrates the artistry and 
creative minds of the student 
body of NECC and presents it in 
the form of a graphically striking, 
unique and funky magazine that 
catches the eye. 

The publication got its name 
from the mythical mountain of 
the muses in Greek. 

Parnassus’ goal going into its 
51st year of publication is to be 
in the running to be submitted for 
various awards. Last year, unfor- 
tunately Parnassus could not be 
eligible for any awards because it 
missed the entry deadlines. How- 
ever, this year it will be a priority. 


Students interested in submit- 
ting their creative work can email 


Patrick Lochelt at plochelt@ 
necc.mass.edu. 
There will also be flyers 


around campus and a submission 
box located on the third floor of 


the Spurk Building outside the 
liberal arts lounge. 

Writing submissions have 
a Dec. 1 deadline and can be 
emailed or dropped off in the sub- 
mission box. 


Photo by Rebecca Westerman 


Parnassus magazines from years past spread out. 
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Community college is an opportunity 
well worth the price of admission 


Students reflect on 
the value of their 


education 
By Swain RICHARDS 
Correspondent 

Going away to college can be 
a huge shock. 

First, you have the feeling of 
insecurity from not being at home 
and not knowing anyone. 

Then there’s the added pres- 
sure of classes, making friends, 
meeting professors, keeping your 
grades up and the huge financial 
burden that most college students 
have to carry. 

Our society puts a lot of pres- 
sure on young adults to go away 
to college right out of high school. 


At 18 years old, most people 
are still trying to figure out their 
own identity. 

Who you are and what you 
want is going to change from 
when you’re 18 to when you’re 
25 or 35 years old. 

Tatiana Benedetti, a Psycholo- 
gy major in her first semester at 
NECC, went to MCLA for three 
semesters starting in the spring of 
2014. 

She was shocked by how un- 
prepared she felt for college. 
“It’s really easy to fall apart at a 
four-year school in your first se- 
mester,” she said. 

“When you’re 18, you need a 
support system. You shouldn’t 
be focused on getting as far away 
from home as possible.” 


SEE MAGA shi. OVE ke 


Community college was the 
best decision I made. 
- Tatiani Benedetti 


SUE 


Join the Commonwealth 


The hardest part of going away 
to college was learning to be re- 
sponsible for herself and manage 
her time effectively. 

Reflecting on her time in high 
school, Benedetti said she wasn’t 
encouraged to prepare for college 
by taking a college class before 
attending college full time, or 
by going to a community college 
first to get a feel for what college 
is like. 

“As somebody who sucked at 
college, community college was 
the best decision I made. 

“T feel a lot more put together 
here, and this makes me feel more 
prepared for a four-year school,” 
she said. 

Sarah Stanley transferred from 
Gordon College in Wenham. She 
is a Journalism/Communication 
major in her first semester at 
NECC. 

At Gordon, she found that if 
she needed help, it was up to her 
own efforts to seek out that help. 

She didn’t even realize that the 
college didn’t offer what she was 
looking for in her major until she 
was already enrolled. 


My time here continues to 
make me feel more independent, 
empowered and capable. 

- Christian Doyle 


“T’m really surprised by the 
support socially and academical- 
ly at NECC,” she said. 

The academic support offered 
in her first semester at communi- 
ty college far exceeded what was 
offered to her at Gordon, she said. 

“Community college is worth 
it because of the financial bur- 
den,” she said. 

Christian Doyle, a Theater 
major in his sophomore year at 
NECC, transferred to community 
college from Wagner College in 
New York. 

While he was trying to meet 
society’s expectations to meet 
“the typical college timeline,” he 
essentially ran himself into the 
ground. 

The stress built up until he 
had “what felt like an emotional 


breakdown,” but ended up being 
a spiritual awakening. 

Doyle transferred to NECC 
to work on himself. His goals 
changed from following the so- 
cietal standard to becoming “a 
more emotionally and physical- 
ly heaithy person. . . and to take 
some time to breathe and reflect 
to inspire additional positive 
growth,” he said. 

Through his time at NECC, 
he’s realized it’s more important 
to take the time to figure out what 
you need and where you should 
go instead of making decisions 
based on what other people ex- 
pect from you. 

“My time here continues to 
make me feel more independent, 
empowered and capable,” he 
said. 


Honors Program 


Join the program and 
watch the opportunities 
open up 


By Courtney HANSON 
Correspondent 

Hard-working students attending NECC 
should consider participating in the Com- 
monwealth Honors Program or completing 
an honors project this semester, as both 
will provide many opportunities for those 
who are willing to put forth the time both 
inside and outside of the classroom. 

Designed to challenge students, this 
honors program entails rigorous demands 
be met in order to qualify to participate, but 
hard work will yield a wide array of possi- 
bilities—financial, educational, social, and 
personal. ; 

Students who meet the GPA requirement 
of a 3.3 on college level courses will be ad- 
mitted. Along with this, students must be 
willing to expend the extra time and work. 

For some students, the extra workload 
can be discouraging, but all are highly en- 
couraged to try. 

Honors Coordinator Ginger Hurajt says, 
“There are no risks, maybe some stresses.” 
Students may drop out of the program for 
any reason without penalty, and should not 
be afraid to try. 

Parallel to the requirements is the range 
of benefits. Terrific scholarships and auto- 
matic acceptance [to MA schools] are just 
two of the benefits of completing the pro- 
gram, Hurajt said. 

Scholarships and grants are also major 
incentives to become a participant. Par- 


ticipation will also enhance transcripts for 


students interested in continuing their ed- 
ucation at a four-year or private college. 
Friends of NECC has also donated gift 
cards to be awarded to honors students in 
the amount of $250. 

The social aspect brought forth is 


strongly emphasized by Hurajt; Every 
spring, students are invited to present their 


projects at select four-year colleges. 

Along with this, social interaction and 
unusual opportunities are presented, such 
as inviting students to behind-the-scenes 
dress rehearsals. 

For those who enjoy group environ- 
ments, an honors club is on the horizon, 
as students are currently in the midst of its 
development; this may further increase the 
social opportunities a great deal. 

Participating in an honors project al- 
lows for personal development as well. 
Such was the case for Kelsey Collins, a 
second year Liberal Arts major. 

“T feel more confident, especially writ- 
ing papers,” she said. Students are also 
granted the opportunity to share their 
thoughts and be heard by others. 

Abraham Anavisca, a student who com- 
pleted a detailed Creative Writing honors 
project said, “It feels really nice, seeing 
other people enjoy my ideas.” 

For Anavisca, the hard work was well 
worth the rewards. “It (the honors project) 
was stressful but invigorating at the same 
time — a good kind of stress, kind of like 
working out.” 

For more information about the Honors 
Program, or to sign up to participate, call 
Ginger Hurajt at (978) 556-3454 or email 
ghurajt@necc.mass.edu. 


= QUINNIPIAC 
> “UNIVERSITY 


Hamden, Connecticut 


Experience 
_~ an education 
‘that sets your 
passion ablaze. 


Our unique blend of classroom and 
practical experience helps give 
your fire a focus, preparing you for 
a promising future in the real world. 
Quinnipiac University’s attentive 
faculty create a personalized and 
empowering experience, giving 
you access to opportunities made 
possible by our professional 
connections and our long 

record of success. 


Fall. Open Houses 
Saturdays: 9/26, 10/17 & 11/14 


Fuel your ambition at 
quinnipiac.edu/transfer 
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Counseling Office is here to help 


Counseling Services 
team up with Health 


Wellness Educator 
By Saran Tiso 
Features Editor 

The Counseling Office is here 
to help college kids keep a grip 
in the middle of the pressures and 
stressors of our home, school and 
work lives. 

Marcia Winters is the co- 
ordinator of counseling on the 
Haverhill campus, while Karen 
MacDonald is the mental health 
counselor on the Lawrence cam- 
pus. 

The school website says they 
are both “licensed mental health 
counselors who provide treat- 
ment, crisis intervention, support 
services, and referrals to off-cam- 
pus therapists and specialized 
professionals.” 

Their office hours are Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. “Walk-ins can be seen on an 
emergency basis,” according to 
the brochure. 

Counseling can encourage the 


student to become healthier in all 
aspects of life. 

Common reasons to visit the 
Counseling Office include the 
following issues: feeling over- 
whelmed, depression and anxi- 
ety, family problems, alcohol and 
drugs, coping with 
grief and loss, and 
many more. 

Workshops __ of- 
fered through the 
Counseling Office 
include National 
Depression Screen- 
ing Day, Anxiety 


To schedule an appointment 
with Marcia on the Haverhill 
campus, call (978) 556-3644 or 
email mwinters@necc.mass.edu. 

To schedule an appointment 
with Karen on the Lawrence 
campus, call (978) 738-7433 or 


I think that sex education is a great idea, 
but we don’t currently have it. 


- Erin Neal 


—___—_—_—_—+45 
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The Wellness Educator also 
helps promote the Counseling 
Services at NECC. 

Neal is planning on incorpo- 
rating a sex education workshop 
along with the other workshops 
provided during the next year or 
so. 

“T think that sex 
education is a great 
idea, but we don’t 
currently have it. 
I would like to see 
that. It’s definite- 
ly not continuous 
on campus,” Neal 


Awareness, _ Rela- said. 

tionships, Sleep “Birth control 
Clinics, Alcohol/Drug Aware- email kmacdonaldfehr@necc. is a huge issue too,” says Marcia 
ness, Stress Management, Eating mass.edu. Winters, coordinator of counsel- 


Patterns, Domestic Violence, and 
Sexual Assault Awareness. 

The next event with the Coun- 
seling Services is National De- 
pression Screening Day. 

The Lawrence campus had 
their Screening Day on Monday, 
Oct. 5, and the Haverhill campus 
will have their Screening Day on 
Thursday, Oct. 8, in the C build- 
ing lobby, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


A relatively new branch under 
the umbrella of Counseling Ser- 
vices at NECC is the Wellness 
Educator. 

Erin Neal, the Wellness Edu- 
cator, works with Mallory Stamp, 
an intern from UMass Lowell. 

Neal’s position on campus is 
to educate the students about per- 
sonal wellness. It’s a part-time 
position for 12 hours a week. 


ing on the Haverhill campus. 

The goal of a Wellness Coor- 
dinator is to supply a variety of 
information on health and well- 
ness and fulfill that need for in- 
formation. 

“It would be nice to have a 
(sex education) workshop, giving 
some information, and to provide 
a safe environment to ask ques- 
tions,” Neal said. “We are defi- 


nitely working on that.” 

The Wellness Educator is lo- 
cated in the Sport and Fitness 
Center. 

Another branch under Coun- 
seling Services at NECC is So- 
cial Services, located on the Law- 
rence campus, room 231-A at 45 
Franklin Street. Office hours are 
Monday and Tuesday, 1 to 4 p.m. 
and Thursday and Friday, 9 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. 

Family resources include in- 
formation about SNAP benefits, 
WIC, food pantries and other re- 
lated resources. 

Financial information is avail- 
able for credit counseling, debt 
management, SSI benefits and 
unemployment benefits. 

Legal resources include evic- 
tion, immigration, child support, 
child custody, divorce and dis- 
crimination. 

Health resources include 
MassHealth, mental health, do- 
mestic violence and other as- 
sistance. For more information, 
contact Stefanae Bowen at (978) 
738-7432. 


Volunteering at Northern Essex 


Volunteering locally 
provides experience 


for students 
By A.yssa TorRRES 


Correspondent 

Students, faculty and staff 
are welcome to participate in the 
opportunity to give back to the 
community monthly, on a mis- 
sion to end hunger. 

Volunteer opportunities are 
available on Oct. 22 for Northern 
Essex Community College stu- 
dents, faculty and staff. 

Maureen Saliba, Assistant 
Athletic Director, organizes a 
group monthly by email blast to 
volunteer their time and service 
at the Cor Unum Meal Center in 
Lawrence: 

“It’s important to give people 
a taste of what’s out there, and 


see how fortunate they might 
be,” Saliba said. 

Cor Unum Meals’ website 
says, “At Cor Unum, we every 
day eliminate hunger. We wel- 
come and serve all who are in 
need with the utmost dignity, 
love, and respect — with open 
hands, listening ears and loving 
hearts.” 

Breakfast is from 6 to 8 a.m., 
and dinner is from 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m. The address is 118 South 
Broadway, Lawrence. 

The volunteers at the meal 
centers see change occuring in 
Lawrence. The website says, 
“Many people think that prob- 
lems like urban hunger can never 
change. At Cor Unum, hunger in 
Lawrence has been transformed.” 

Saliba has been working at 
NECC for 10 years, and orga- 
nizing different opportunities on 


Online tutoring 
J 4h 
smartminking +++ 


An online tutoring service 


campus for the past nine years. 
Past groups in the community or- 
ganized by Saliba include Servic- 
ing the MSPCA and Emmaus Inc. 

A total of 10 volunteers are 
needed at each scheduled month- 
ly date to fill open duties. 

Christopher Cruz, a freshman, 
volunteered at his local middle 
school and local library in the 
past. Upon completing his volun- 
teer experience, he felt as though 
he did something useful. “It helps 
connect you to what’s going on in 
the community,” Cruz said. 

Catherine Ryan, a sophomore, 
has also volunteered before and 
believes she has gained experi- 
ence and perspective. Ryan said 
that after volunteering she “felt 
humbled, more than anything, 
because you learn from the peo- 
ple as well.” 


line tutoring? 


ified tutors.” 
your time wisely. 


toring Center. 


t 


According to the website, Smarthinking 
is “an academic support program that gives 
students online access to live, one-to-one 
assistance from over 1500 trained and qual- 


Note that students will have a limited 
number of minutes available. Please use 


If you’ve exceeded the maximum, you 
will receive a message to contact the Tu- 


Director of Tutoring Services Lynne Na- 
deau said, “NECC has offered Smarthink- 
ing online tutoring to students since 2008. 


Email blasts are sent out 
monthly with volunteer opportu- 
nities. If interested in participat- 
ing, respond promptly and you 


sions.” 


Photo courtesy of Cor Unum Website 


Cor Unum Meal Center Building 


will be contacted with additional 
information. 

Sarah Tiso contributed to this 
article. 


with Smarthinking 


Aside from the tutoring center on cam- 
pus and fellow students to help out, did you 
know that NECC offers Smarthinking on- 


The tutoring is free for up to four hours, 
which equals, for example, approximately 
five Smarthinking Writing Center submis- 


Traditionally, students go to the tutoring 
center or get tutoring from friends, but now 
NECC has opened a door to provide tutor- 
ing for students that prefer online tutoring. 


Students are encouraged to learn about 


this new opportunity through a workshop. 
There will be a workshop to explain 


Smarthinking and what it has to offer on 


Friday, Oct. 16 from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
You can also attend the second session 


from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. in the Tech Center, 


room 103A. 
For any questions, email tutoring cen- 
ter@necc.mass.edu. 
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new computer lab 
and more overall 
space for students 


are coming 
By Nick PANTINAS 
Correspondent 
If you’re a returning student 
to NECC, you will notice quite 
the difference when you walk 
back into the Bentley Library. 
That’s because its computer 
labs are currently undergoing a 


of the library. 

Gale Stuart, a 34-year NECC 
veteran and head of References 
Services, said, “There won’t be 
as much room for students during 
the renovation, but the end result 
will be an improved library with 
a new computer lab.” 

With all this construction 
going on it may be an inconve- 
nience for of students and staff, 
so keep this in mind if you’re 
planning on going to the library 
to study. 

In the end, the benefits should 


5, SES paula 


“The end result will be an improved 
library with a new computer lab.” 
- Gale Stuart 


—_  F- 


renovation. 

All the books from the third 
floor have been moved down to 
the first to make way for a huge 
overhauling of the upstairs level 


outweigh the costs, though, as 
more space will be afforded to 
complete work and hold classes. 

The construction of the new 
computer lab will be ongoing 


IWiore 


throughout winter break and will 
end right about when the spring 
semester starts. 

Mike Gendron, the supervisor 
in charge of construction com- 
mented, “We expect construction 
to end around Jan. 22, 2016. . . 
once it’s completed, a raise and a 
vacation would be nice too!” 

With the ongoing renovations 
of the college, NECC is look- 
ing to the future with upgraded 
buildings filled with new tech- 
nology that benefit both faculty 
and students. 

While the noise may be dis- 
tracting, the results will hopeful- 
ly have been worth the wait. 


Let us know what 
_ you think! 
Call the Observer! 


978-556-2407 


is it time to start thinking about 
transferring to a four year school? 


itis never too early to 
pian for your future. 
so attend the 


Lawrence Iransfer 
Day on October 21st! 


Dimitry Atrium from 10-1 
With a separate fair for health 


professions students in the El-Hemi 
Lobby 


Bring your unofficial transcript and 
take advantage of the opportunity to 
meet with representatives from 


Page 9 * NECC Observer * Oct. 7, 201 


5 


Fj facebook.com/neccobserver 


NECC library Name that 
etting renovation Starfish 


By RACHAEL SARCIONE 
Staff Writer 

NECC’s Starfish Early Suc- 
cess program is still accepting en- 
tries for the “Name the Starfish” 
contest. You may have seen the 
bright, blue mascot around cam- 
pus, but soon we will know what 
to call that cheerful character. 

On Oct. 19, NECC’s Lawrence 
Campus will hold the Health and 
Wellness Fair, where students 
will have a chance to fill out an 
entry form with their suggestion 
for the mascot’s name. This will 
be the last day for entries. 

The Starfish Strategic Team 
will then choose the top five 
names from the entries and ask 
the entire student body to vote on 
which of the five names they like 
best. The deadline will be Nov. 8. 

“Stay tuned for an email with 
instructions on voting,” said 
NECC staff member Deb LaVal- 
ley. 

The winner will receive a gift 
basket of which the contents are 
“still growing,” said 
LaValley. 


Manager? 


The Starfish Early Success 
program is a way for professors 
to offer students direct feedback 
on their work in class, whether 
that’s praise for a job done well or 
concern about work that has not 
been completed on time. 

Students can see this feedback 
through email notifications and 
on myNECC. 


Photo by Deb LaValley 


The currently nameless Starfish mascot. 


Game 


Designer? 


Elementary 


Education? 


many four year institutions! 


“Individuals requesting sign language interpreting, access requests (including food related allergies), questions, or for further event 
information, please contact the host of this event, Rosalie Catalano at 978 556-3430 or by email at rcatalano@necc.mass.edu” 
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Basketball begins next month 


Knights have a 
month to prepare for 


the regular season 
By KyLe BENSON 
Sports Editor 

It’s fall again, which means 
it’s time for some Knights bas- 
ketball. 

Tryouts for the team were held 
on Oct. 1. Coach Darren Strat- 
ton came to tryouts excited for 
the season to start. He also came 
knowing what he was looking for 
heading into the 2015-2016 sea- 
son. 

“We’re looking for maybe one 
or two walk-on kids who maybe 
have some size,” Stratton said. 

He also highlighted the impor- 
tance for more rebounding in the 
upcoming campaign. 

“If we rebound with this 


Fall 


By Kyte Benson 
Sports Editor 

After a great 2015 regular sea- 
son, Coach Jeff Mejia and Co. 
are back at it, now taking on fall 
practices and scrimmages. 

A big chunk of last season’s 
team has moved on to different 
schools so these scrimmages and 
practices give Mejia a good feel 
for potential players and different 
positions they can play. 

In a recent scrimmage series 
the Knights took on Suffolk Uni- 
versity. Suffolk is a four-year 
school in Boston. 

During this series, Knights’ 
corner outfielder, John Sirois, has 
been making notable plays and 
learning Coach Mejia’s system 
better. One of the scrimmages, 
Sirois threw out a Suffolk play- 
er at home plate from left field, 
dazzling everyone attending the 
game. 

“IT have nothing but positive 
things to say about the NECC 


Track is back after two years 


By KYLE BENSON 
Sports Editor 
After two years without a track 
team, NECC has found a coach 
and is bringing the program back. 
Beau Couture of Lowell, 
Mass. is the new coach when the 
track season begins next spring. 
Couture ran track at Lowell High 
School for three years and at 
UMass Amherst for four years. 
When asked about being the 
new coach and bringing back the 
team, Couture said it’s going to be 
tough and that he is just looking 
for excitement in the program. 
All students interested in be- 
coming a Knight on the Outdoor 
Track and Field team please con- 
tact Head Coach Beau Couture at 
beouture@nece.mass.edu or call 
(978) 556-3826. 


group, I really like what I have, 
because scoring isn’t going to be 
a problem.” 

When Stratton talked about 
the need for more rebounds, 
he brought up a player who has 
moved on from Northern Essex 
since last year, Elijah Mukiibi. 


clear Coach Stratton was on point 
with his “scoring” comment. It 
may have only been tryouts, but 
the players were hitting the net 
with no problems. That should 
carry over to in-game action. 
Stratton also talked very high- 
ly of the players on his team. “I 


I have all very good kids. They’re not 
troublemakers, they’re always on time, 
and they’re always willing to work. 


- Coach Darren Stratton 


Mukiibi had the 8th most re- 
bounds in the NJCAA last year. 
The NJCAA spans the entire 
country, so that is no easy task 
to pull off. It is a huge loss for 
NECC in that category. 
Watching the tryouts, it was 


baseball team this year. We have 
proved to be successful in our 
scrimmages beating Dean Col- 
lege in both games in the double 
header two weekends ago. Play- 
ing Suffolk University this week- 


have all very good kids. They’re 
not troublemakers, they’re al- 
ways on time, and they’re always 
willing to work.” 

The regular season starts at the 
beginning of November, giving 
little time for a to finalize 


Photo by Kyle Benson 
end gave us a great opportunity 
to play against a four-year col- 
lege and and we proved we can 
compete against any team in this 
nation,” Sirois said. 


his roster for the season, but he 
hopes the team will “continue to 
and has high hopes to be 


grow” 


The fall 
also help players work on 
individual parts of their 
game, and let teammates 
help each other work on 
those parts. 


“Personally, I need to |) 


work on my fielding skills 
and my hitting for power 


skills. Defense saves the fF” 


games and offense wins 
the games. My goal this 
season is to make less er- 
rors and hit more doubles, 
triples and home-runs,” 
Sirois said. 

Sirois also spoke high- 
ly of what his team can 
do in the future when next 
season comes around. 


“My coach even said it 
himself: there isn’t anoth- fe 


er team in our conference 
who puts in the amount 


of hours that we have | =< 


and that’s what makes the 
Knights so successful.” 


Photo by Kyle Benson SCrimmage against Suffolk University. 


Scrimmages pyeem 


Photo by Kyle Benson 
in tournament play at the end of 


the season. 


aseball in full swing 


Photo by Kyle Benson 


Photo by Kyle Benson 


Coach Jeff Mejia and his crew meet on the pitcher’s mound during a 
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New equipment in Fitness Center 


Sport and Fitness Center 
added upgrades over the 
summer 


By Travis BARRETT 
Correspondent 

The NECC Wellness and Fit- 
ness Center had a few upgrades 
over the summer. For those not 
already aware, the building is 
open Monday-Thursday from 9 
to 7 p.m. and Friday from 9 to 3 
p-m. Over the summer there was 
a new pull down machine added, 
as well as a safety squat bar. Each 
piece of new equipment can help 
out students and faculty members 
who are new to working out. 

Robert Wormald has been 
working behind the desk at the 


OWN YOUR 


wellness center for two years and 
can give any student or facul- 
ty member the information they 
need to know about working out. 
Although the size of the Wellness 
and Fitness Center seems small at 
first, it has more equipment than 
most campuses have, Wormald 


The wellness center also add- 
ed kettlebells, new dumbbells, 
elastic bands, and metal chains 
for heavy lifters. The safety squat 
bar is something Wormald is re- 
ally excited about and is ready to 
show students or faculty mem- 
bers the importance of a good 


a as as 


It’s a judgment-free zone and it’s the 
place I feel the most comfortable. 
- Nodine Webster 


said. 
“We can perform tire flips in- 
side, not many places have that, 


Co a 


squat. 

“It’s good for people with 
bad shoulders and is more us- 
er-friendly,” Wormald said. The 


Fj] facebook.com/neccobserver 


exercise builds the muscles in 
your lower and upper back and 
your legs. The bar itself is heavi- 
er than your normal squat bar and 
shaped differently which can look 
a little awkward at first glance. 
It’s perfect for beginners who are 
new to the exercise and want to 
learn the proper movements of 
the exercise. 

Wormald said all students 
“should take advantage of what 
(they’re) already paying for,” and 
that the environment is “friendly 
and helpful.” 

Nodine Webster, a science 
major who’s been working at the 
desk for about a year now said, 
“Tt’s a judgment-free zone and 
it’s the place I feel the most com- 
fortable.” 


PREPARING STUDENTS FOR 
JOBS THAT DO NOT YET EXIST, 
TO SOLVE PROBLEMS THAT 
HAVE YET TO BE IDENTIFIED 


ster and Wormald can both agree 
with, though: there’s not enough 
awareness and attendance at the 
Wellness and Fitness Center. 

“We’ve had people come 
down here and be surprised that 
we have a gym on campus,” Web- 
ster said. “The biggest thing we 
need is participants, and more 
awareness that we have a fitness 
center, so that students can get a 
full college experience.” 

Maureen Saliba, assistant co- 
ordinator of athletics, says she’s 
not sure if students are aware 
of the student recreation center 
that’s also part of the Wellness 
and Fitness Center. 

“Tt’s a great place to socialize 
and hangout, she said. “Come 
give it a chance and meet some 
new people.” 


BECKER .™ 
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‘The Martian’ a warm, humorous 
tale of isolation and survival 


Matt Damon leads 
an exceptional 


ensemble cast 
By Jowi MELI 
Copy Editor 

kkk 

People who go into “The Mar- 
tian,” whether they’ve read Andy 
Weir’s novel or not, will probably 
be able to predict how it ends.] 
don’t dare spoil whether or not 
the title character ever makes it 
off Mars after getting marooned 
there, but you’ve probably got the 
answer in your head right now. 

Why bring this up? Well, rare 
is the movie that remains grip- 
ping despite its predictability; 
“The Martian” is the newest gem 
in this category. This might be the 
warmest movie about isolation 
ever made. 

As I’ve partially revealed, 
the plot centers on Mark Wat- 
ney (Matt Damon), a sweet and 
snarky astronaut whose team is 
forced to leave him behind in the 
wake of a deadly sandstorm. 

They think he’s dead, but you 
don’t cast Matt Damon just to 
have him play a corpse. He wakes 
up to find himself minus four 
friends, literally the only person 
on the entire planet. 

Oh yeah, and it will be years 
before NASA can send a rescue 
mission. 

What’s a guy to do? Start fig- 
uring out how he can survive long 


A crimson evening 


enough to be rescued in the first 
place, of course. Even with all 
the food from the crew members 
who fled the scene, he’s still short 
a couple years in the eats depart- 
ment. 

Good thing he’s a botanist. 

The scenes of Watney by his 
lonesome, attempting to grow 
food, are surprisingly warm and 
funny. 

His character requires a cer- 
tain sense of humor and op- 
timism for us to believe he’d 
actually make it through this 
ordeal, and Damon lends him 


Photo courtesy of 20th Century Fox 
Mark Watney (Matt Damon) surveys the Mars landscape in 


which he finds himself stranded in “The Martian.” 


this credibility in spades. 
We also get a lot of fun details 
about his teammates in the pro- 
cess. 

One adorable scene sees Wat- 
ney bemoaning his commander’s 
taste in disco, the only music 
available to him on Mars. 

“Don’t you have anything 
from this century?” he says. 

Watney’s adventure is bro- 
ken up by scenes of the folks at 
NASA, trying to figure out how 
to save Watney while fighting off 
a nightmarish PR situation. Jeff 
Daniels, Sean Bean, Kristen Wiig 


and Chiwetel Ejiofor (who, to 
my knowledge, has never given 
a bad performance) are all phe- 
nomenal in their supporting roles. 
Donald Glover, in a bit part as a 
young aerodynamics specialist, is 
a scene-stealing pleasure every 
time he appears onscreen.Later 
on, for reasons I will not disclose, 
Watney’s team becomes involved 
in the story again. Like those of 
the NASA crew, these perfor- 
mances are filled with life and 
energy. It’s nice to see Michael 
Pefia so soon after his comedic 
sidekick role in “Ant-Man,” and 


Photo by Kelly Schwing 


The evening sky turned a brilliant reddish color on the evening of Oct. 5, just as the Observer staff were finishing their 


work on this very issue. 


Photo courtesy of 20th Century Fox 


Rich Purnell (Donald Glover) gives a demonstration to 
Vincent Kapoor (Chiwetel Ejiofor) in “The Martian.” 


Jessica Chastain — leaping from 
last year’s space epic “Interstel- 
lar” — lends this role the same 
drama and sensitivity. 

“The Martian” is a movie 
about humanity at its most re- 
silient. Every person in the film 
reminds us that, in spite of the 
horrible news we hear every day, 
amazing things can happen when 
we put aside our differences and 
work toward a common goal. We 
all need the occasional reminder 
that our world, and the humans 
that occupy it, are not as bad as 
they seem. 


School bookstore 
has variety and 
lower food prices 


By EvaLuna NIEVES 
Correspondent 

Why do more students seem to 
prefer the NECC bookstore to the 
on-campus vending machines? 
Perhaps it’s because the prices for 
snacks and drinks can be consid- 
erably lower at the bookstore. For 
example, a toaster pastry in the 
vending machine is $1.50, while 
at the bookstore the price is 99 
cents. 

In addition, the school book- 
store also seems to have a greater 
selection. 

“The store has more variety,” 
said current first year NECC stu- 
dent Ryan Foucault. Using the 
same toaster pastry scenario: in 
the machines you only get one 
flavor, while at the bookstore you 
can get at least five different op- 
tions. 

At the store, there are also 
lunch options like pizzas and 
sandwiches. They offer some 
“meal deals” on lunches that in- 
clude an entree, a bag of chips 
and a drink. 

Paying for snacks can also be 
more convenient at the bookstore, 
especially if you’ re carrying larg- 
er bills. 


